
  

ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY 16th JANUARY 2020 

Question by Mr. Max Hunt CC 
 
Last September the Lead Cabinet Member for Environment and Transport 
announced that his Department would be developing a new cycling and walking 
strategy “alongside Public Health’s work with LRS on a whole systems approach to 
physical activity”.  
 
The County’s Public Health Annual Report confirmed this approach last year and this 
received genuine acclaim from councillors in December.  Is the work programmed 
and, if so, what progress has been made thus far, when can we expect to receive a 
draft for consultation within the context of Active Travel outlined in the Annual 
Report? 
 
Reply by the Chairman: 
 
The Cycling and Walking Strategy is currently at the early stages of development; 
the focus at present is on determining the scope/extent of the strategy.  

 
As mentioned in the Public Health Annual Report (Dec 2019), Cycling and Walking is 
a key component to delivering several of the Council’s important agenda including 
public health.   

 
The development of the Strategy must result in a guiding document which is fit for 
purpose ensuring Leicestershire County Council is best placed to meet the current 
and future challenges facing key areas such as highways, public health and the 
environment.  

 
The Strategy is being developed to ensure that it takes due account of recent 
developments in key areas, such as the Council’s declaration of a climate 
emergency and the Department for Transport’s (DfT) expected review during 2020 of 
its Cycling and Waking Investment Strategy (CWIS).  In addition, recent 
uncertainties, particularly around future funding for Cycling and Walking, are key 
components which must be considered. It is hoped that clarity on availability of 
national funding will be provided with the Government’s Budget in March. 

 
The Environment and Transport Department has also been drafting its first Local 
Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) following successfully being 
awarded DfT support as one of several local authorities chosen to take part in the 
governments LCWIP pilot programme. LCWIP’s are the new mechanism by which 
the government seeks to ensure local authorities are best placed to bid for future 
cycling and walking funding to deliver the required infrastructure to help deliver its 
CWIS. LCWIP’s will therefore form a key part of the infrastructure element of the 
Council’s Cycling and Walking Strategy.  
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The draft LCWIP was submitted to the DfT towards the end of last year. The Council 
is currently awaiting feedback from the DfT on the draft of the LCWIP. This feedback 
will be important to inform the Strategy’s development (and that of future LCWIP’s). 

 
It is currently anticipated that the bulk of work to develop and adopt a Cycling and 
Walking Strategy will take place during 2020/21. The Environment and Transport 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee will be consulted on the draft Cycling and Walking 
Strategy as an important part of the process to ensure they have the opportunity to 
comment. 
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